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Serving California Inland  Empire Council 

Western Region Section W-4S  ̧Order of the Arrow  ̧Boy Scouts of America 

 

 

 

Dear Unit Leader, 

 

Iôd like to personally thank you for taking a look at the Cahuilla Lodge 127 Where 

To Go Camping Guide. This guide is a resource that can be used to find local 

locations where your unit can go on their next adventure. 

 

This guide has been developed by the lodge and many hours have been put into 

keeping it up to date. We hope you use this reference frequently throughout the year 

and share it with your unit as you plan your calendar. 

 

This guide shows you areas where your unit can go camping at almost any time. We 

hope that you use our guide and find the next amazing trip for your unit! 

 

 

 

Yours in Scouting, 

 

Victor Vargas III 

Cahuilla Lodge Chief, 2021 

http://www.snakepower.org/
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Welcome to Camp 

(Photo: Monday Memo) 

California Inland Empire Council Camping Opportunities 
 

California Inland Empire Council offers Scouts and Scouters Camp 
Emerson and Camp Brown at Boseker Scout Reservation. 
 

Boseker Scout Reservation is the home of Camps Emerson, Wiley, and 
Brown, and hosts a number of other Scouting events throughout the year. 
Located in Idyllwild, Ca. Boseker Scout Reservation is surrounded by the 
San Bernardino National Forest in the San Bernardino Mountains. A gift to 
the California Inland Empire Council by Dr. Edward Boseker and his wife, the 
reservation now bears the Boseker name in their honor. 

 
Camp Emerson offers a beautiful camp in an old pine forest 
that has been serving Scouts since 1919, making it one of the 
oldest, continuous running Boy Scout Camp west of the 
Mississippi, and a number of major camp improvement projects 
were completed for the 100th anniversary in 2019. This camp 
focuses on both young and experienced Scouts through a 
variety of specialized programs including Trailblazers and E-
Team. 
 
All of our camps are available and used for Scouting activities 
year-round, from their landmark summer programs to district 
activities and camporees, to spending the night in the snow 
during their Klondike Derbies.  
 
Check the council website for more information or to make reservations. http://www.ciecbsa.org/ 

 
All of our council camps are also available for weekend 
use for camping and service to the camps. Contact the 
camp ranger or the CIEC council office to see 
availability (plan ahead ï they fill up fast). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following pages offer just some of what Cub Scouts, Scouts BSA, Venturing Crews, and Sea 
Scouts can experience at Camp Emerson. 

 
 

 
The tipis from Tribe of Wisumahi 

(Photo: J. Hermes) 

 
Tahquitz Rock is definitely a famous landmark at 

Camp Emerson 
(Photo: M. Hare) 

http://www.snakepower.org/
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Camp Emerson at Boseker Scout Reservation 
 
Nestled on the outskirts of the beautiful mountain community 
of Idyllwild is Camp Emerson at Boseker Scout Reservation. 
At an elevation of 5,000 feet, the camp is built at the 
intersection of the lower-elevation Jeffrey Pines and the 
higher-elevation Ponderosas, providing a beautiful mountain 
landscape for all to enjoy. 
 

 

Strawberry Creek, a main artery through Idyllwild, runs 
through the middle of camp. The camp offers a variety of 
campsites, from the furnished areas in Simondôs Flat to more 
rustic Alpine sites in the campôs Northern and Eastern 
reaches. 
 
Camp Emerson offers the best combination of location, price, 
and quality in Southern California. With gas prices 
continuing to rise, location is very important and your local 
Scout camp rises to the challenge. This doesnôt mean you 
will lose out on program ï Camp Emerson has its own 
special programs that are great for Scouts young and old 
that are hard to find elsewhere. 
 
Sign-ups for camp are happening now. Download the 
registration packet at and call the Council Service Center to 
make your deposit today!  
 

Available Dates for Summer Camp: 
http://www.ciecbsa.org/ 

 
Trail to First Class 
The Trail to First Class program is offered to new Scouts that 
want to start the trail to Eagle running. By working with the 
Camp Staff and their unit leader, Scouts are able to 

complete many items in the Tenderfoot, 2nd Class, and 1st 

Class ranks. 

The program only takes 2 sessions and is the perfect place 

for a 1st year Summer Camp attendee to be. This leaves plenty of time for Scouts to enjoy the other 
programs in camp as well. Many other camps offer some kind of First Class program, but our Trail 
to First Class program keeps in mind that there are a lot of other areas and activities in camp that 
your Scouts will want to explore. 

Camp Details 

53155 Idyllbrook Road 

Idyllwild, CA 92549 

Phone: (951) 659-2690 

 
Scouts from Troop 8, Yucaipa CA, put 

together a pioneering table at  
Camp Emerson 

(photo: K. Ready) 

 

 
Scouts canoeing on the lake at  

Camp Emerson  
(Photo: C. Blessum) 

 

http://www.snakepower.org/
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A scout does metalworking as  

part of the E-Team program 

(Photo: B. Denbo) 
 

A Scout rappelling as part of the  

E- Team program (Photo: B. Denbo) 
 

Camp Brown High Adventure Area 
 
Featuring the E-team, this area offers programs that take the 
camper out of the base-camp comfort area and in to the 
backcountry where few Summer Camp campers have ventured. 
 
The E-team, which has been in operation since 1999, 
challenges Scouts with many activities, from COPE and 
Climbing, to metal working, mountain biking, and Geocaching. 
Participants have the option of completing the Climbing and 
Metalworking merit badges. The program is a full-day program, 
which means that participants will not have the option of 
completing other merit badges. 
 
The program is designed for the boys that have done 
everything else at Summer Camp and just want to have a 
whole lot of fun. 
 
Beyond the E-team, Camp Emerson has recently introduced 
two new programs: Mountain Biking and the Out-of-Camp 
Experience. The camp now owns at least 20 bikes which can 
be borrowed for a Troop or Patrol ride led by a competent and 
knowledgeable camp staff member.  
 
In the Out-of- Camp Experience, Scouts are given brief lessons 
in Leave No Trace, Orienteering, and Backpacking as they find 
their way to an outpost camp in the backcountry of Camp 
Emerson. They then cook their own dinner and spend the night 
under the stars (or in a tent) at their home away from home, 
then return the next morning for a camp-cooked hot meal. 
 
Resident Camping 
Camp Emerson at Boseker Scout Reservation is available 
throughout the year for service and camping. To find out 
availability, please contact the Camp Ranger/Manager by 

phone or email. The camp is utilized near capacity, so we 
recommend you contact the Camp at least six (6) months in 
advance. 
 

 
Scouts perform a flag ceremony at  

Camp Emerson 
(Photo: S. McLeod) 

 

 
NEW 60 foot climbing tower, tallest 
tower in the Boy Scouts of America! 

http://www.snakepower.org/
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Cub Scout Family Camp 

Ready for a new kind of adventure? At Camp Emerson, Family 
Camp is an outdoor adventure designed for your entire family.  

Cub Scouting offers many new and exciting opportunities 
throughout the year, none of which compare to a stay in nature 
for a youth. To sleep in a tent; to explore the outdoors and 
learn about nature; to swim and play with their buddies; to learn 
new skills, these are the Cub Scout Adventures. At Family 
Camp, take the opportunity to share with your youth in this 
incredible experience. 

 
 
Cub Scout Polar Cub Camp 
Polar Cub Camp is a 3-day, 2-night cabin camping event for 
Tiger, Wolf, Bear and Webelos Cub Scouts, parents and 
leaders. Everyone sleeps in heated Cabins and Lodges, 
separated by YPT Compliance (so fathers and sons in one 
cabin, mothers and sons in another, and so on). Families may 
be mixed with families from other packs, giving you the chance 
to make friends from other units. 
 
Activities depend on the weather (wet, snow or dry), but can 
include: 
 
* Sled Races (full snow only) * Stretcher Race 
* Tug of War * Broom Ball * Penguin Races 
* Snowball Relay * Human Snowblower 

 
Webelos Woods 

Webelos Woods provides Scouts with opportunities for advancement, fun, camaraderie and the 
chance to work with Boy Scouts. This will also give your Webelos (and some of you) an introduction 
to camping using the Boy Scout ñpatrol methodò.  
 

 

 

 
Family Camp Cub Scouts participating 

 in the nature program 
(Photo: J. Hermes) 

 
Tahquitz Rock participating in Polar Camp 

(Photo: M. Hare) 
 

 
Webelos learning bike maintenance 

(Photo: M. Hare) 

 
The range is always popular 

(Photo: M. Hare) 

http://www.snakepower.org/
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Council Training Programs 
Our councilôs extensive Junior Leader Training opportunities 
provide youth with the ñtoolboxò they need to be effective leaders 
in their unit and community. Learning how to manage their patrol 
at Cedar Badge is just the beginning. 

 

From there, they will learn how to manage their unit and 
themselves at National Youth Leader Training (NYLT). Finally, 
they will rediscover the principles taught at NYLT in a completely 
different light at Foxfire, where a mountain man theme helps 
each youth discover the true meaning of leadership. 

  

On top of the leadership training of each course, the participants 
camp for a week during NYLTand Foxfire, which satisfies the 
week long camping experience requirement and the participants 
have fun which keeps them motivated to learn. 

 

Please remember that these courses are only open to youth in 
the Boy Scout and programs that are under 18 years of age and 
have satisfied the prerequisites. 

 

 
 

 

Cedar Badge (ILST) 
The Cedar Badge program provides basic training for 
Troop leadership, especially Patrol Leaders. By building on 

the Troop Leadership Training course, Cedar Badge is 
able to give youth an in-depth look at the leadership skills 

they require to lead their patrols by combining instruction 

with fun games and activities. 
 

To attend, Scouts must have attained the Tenderfoot rank 
and have camped at least once with his Troop. 

 

 
National Youth Leader Training 

The NYLT program is our Councilôs advanced leader 
training. It provides the tools for a scout to manage their 
unit and themselves effectively. These tools are the same 
ones being taught to adult Scouters at the Wood Badge for 
the 21st Century course. 

 
The course models a month in the life of a troop ï three 
meetings (one each day for the first three days) all leading 
up to a big outdoor experience (an overnight outpost 

camp). The course uses the patrol method and presents model Patrol Leader Council meetings. 
 
Patrols are challenged early in the week to present to the troop at the end of the week their ñQuest 
for the Meaning of Leadership.ò While the challenge is designed to have them go through the four 
stages of team development, it will help patrols and individual Scouts internalize the leadership skills 
and concepts being presented to them along the way. 

Cedar Badge Details 

http://www.ciecbsa.org/training/youth-
training/cedar-badge-ilst 

NYLT Details 

http://www.ciecbsa.org/training/youth-
training/nylt 

 
At NYLT, a Scout from B Troop is  

just finishing up dinner. 
(Photo: R. Quesada) 

 
At NYLT, a patrol works together to  
get all of their members through the 

spider's web (Photo: R. Quesada) 

http://www.snakepower.org/
http://www.ciecbsa.org/training/youth-training/cedar-badge-ilst
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Throughout the course, the staff will be modeling the concepts and skills that are the core content of 
the course. The focus of each session is not only knowledge but giving the youth a ñToolbox of 
Skillsò that equips them with the ñhow.ò 
 

Scouts must be at least 13 years old, have completed Cedar Badge (ILST), and have completed 1st 

Class rank to attend NYLT. Council offers multiple times each year to attend NYLT, so find the 
course that is best for you. 

 
Foxfire 

Foxfire is a unique California Inland Empire Council program 
and will take what a Scout learned at NYLT and bring it to a 
whole new level.  

Building on the skills learned at NYLT, Scouts will work as a 
Crew to complete many challenges put before them, 
including Dutch Oven Cooking, Tomahawk Throwing, Black 
Powder Rifle Shooting, Forging, and other team building 
games and activities.  

Beyond developing a better understanding of the 
Leadership skills taught at NYLT, Scouts will gain 
knowledge that will help them in the ñreal worldò including 
resume writing and interview skills.  

Scouts that have completed Foxfire are sought after for 
positions on camp and event staffs due to Foxfireôs 
emphasis on Staff Development. Foxfire is a unique 
experience that should be the goal of any youth in our 
Council. 

 

To attend Foxfire, a youth must be 14 years old and have 
completed NYLT or any other leadership training such as 
NAYLE, SEAL, NLS, or Wood Badge. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Foxfire Details 

http://www.ciecbsa.org/training/youth-
training/foxfire 
 

  

 
At Foxfire, this Scout learned how to  

make fire with flint and steel. 
(Photo: C. Dietrich) 

 

 
At Foxfire, this Scout rappels down 

a rock face for the first time 
(photo: C. Dietrich) 

http://www.snakepower.org/
http://www.ciecbsa.org/training/youth-training/foxfire
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Canoeing Paradise (Photo: K Campbell) 

 

High Adventure Opportunities 
It wasnôt long ago that the youth in your Troop were just little Tenderfoots still trying to learn. Now 
that theyôve grown up, they arenôt looking for the same old thing. 
 
Philmont Scout Ranch 

 

Philmont Scout Ranch is the Boy Scouts of Americaôs 
largest National High Adventure Base. It covers 140,177 
acres of rugged mountain wilderness in the Sangre de 
Cristo range of the Rocky Mountains in northeastern New 
Mexico. Philmont Scout Ranch operates 35 staffed camps 
and 55 trail camps across the rugged terrain that ranges in 
elevation from 6,500 to 12,441 feet. 
 

If you are interested in your unit attending Philmont in the future, you should consider planning your 
trip 18 to 24 months in advance. Please see the Philmont Scout Ranch website or call the Ranch at 
the number above for the latest information. 

 
Northern Tier National High Adventure Base 
 

Northern Tier is the Boy Scouts of Americaôs gateway to 
adventure in the Great Northwoods.  
 
In the summer, Scouts from Northern Tierôs three 
wilderness canoe bases explore millions of acres of pristine 
lakes, meandering rivers, dense forests and wetlands in 
Northern Minnesota, Northwest Ontario and Northeast 

Manitoba. In the winter, Northern Tier is home to the Okpik 
Cold Weather Camping program, the BSAôs premier winter high 
adventure program. Fall trips are also available. 
 

Camp Details 
17 Deer Run Road  

Cimarron, NM 87714 

Phone: (505) 376-2280  
https://www.philmontscoutranch.org/ 

Camp Details 
14790 Moose Lake Road  

P.O. Box 509 
Ely, MN 55731 
Phone: (218) 365-4811  
https://www.ntier.org/  

 
On the trail 

(Photo: M. Hare) 

 
One ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ΨwŜŘ wƻƻŦ LƴƴǎΩ 

(Photo: M. Hare) 
 

Mini Bear 
(Photo: M. Hare) 

 
Ready to go (Photo: M. Hare) 

http://www.snakepower.org/
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Florida Sea Base 
Sea Base is a unique Scouting program that offers 
aquatics programs found nowhere else. Whether your 
interests lie in sailing, scuba diving, rustic camping on an 
undeveloped barrier island, fishing or a combination of all, 
this is the place for your Troop, Crew, Sea Ship or Explorer 
Post. Sea Base serves around 16,000 participants 
annually. Sea Base now operates 18 different adventures 
out of five locations: two in the Florida Keys, two in the US 

Virgin Islands, and one in Marsh Harbour, Bahamas. 

 
Summit Bechtel Reserve 

Situated in the wilds of West Virginia, The Summit is 
training, Scouting, and adventure center for the millions of 
youth and adults involved in the Boy Scouts of America 
and anyone who loves the outdoors.  
 
The Summit Bechtel Reserve is also home to the National 
Scout Jamboree and the Paul R. Christen National High 

Adventure Base which complements the three existing bases: Philmont Scout Ranch, Northern 
Tier and Florida Sea Base. 
 
Get ready for the next century of Scouting. With incredible facilities and amazing outdoor 
programs, The Summit is a place that takes Scouts and Venturers to the limits of what they think 
they can do, and then pushes them further. 

 
There are also many opportunities to earn High Adventure Awards from a 
number of California Councils. See www.highadventureawards.com for a listing 
of councils and the high adventure awards offered.  
 
The awards are divided into 2 categories, Cub Scouts and Scouts/Venturers. 
The High Adventure Awards books are in PDF format for you to download.

Camp Details 
73800 Overseas Highway  

P.O. Box 1906 
Islamorada, FL 33036 
Phone: (305) 664-4173  
https://www.bsaseabase.org/ 

Camp Details 
2550 Jack Furst Drive  

Glen Jean, WV 25846 

Phone: (304) 465-2800   
https://www.summitbsa.org/ 

 
Great Fishing (Photo: K. Campbell) 

 
Scuba Diving (Photo: Christy Brown) 

 
Bahamas Sailing (Photo L. Cole) 

 
Zip Lines (Photo: K. Campbell) 

 
Biking (Photo: M. Burk) 

 
White water rafting 

(Photo: M. Burk) 

http://www.snakepower.org/
http://www.highadventureawards.com/
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Mountain Camping, Hiking, and Backpacking 

 

ñThe Mountains are calling, and I must go.ò Those were the words of noted conservationist, John 
Muir. 

The mountains are something of a magnet for a Scout. 
Maybe itôs the majestic peaks or the beautiful tall pines in 
their forests. Perhaps itôs the crisp, clear air in contrast 
to the smog and haze in the valleys below. Maybe it is 
just the quiet solitude, miles from homework and chores. 
Whatever it is, we are lucky to have these high places in 
our backyard. 
 

You can bring your troop to a local campground and just 
let them have fun exploring all weekend. Or you can get 
them hiking, hoping to ascend the highest peaks in our 
local mountain ranges. 
 
Where there are peaks, there are patches to be earned, 
from the peaks of the most well-known mountains to the 

ultimate, the 9 Peaks Award offered by our council. Any Scout with a 9 Peaks patch has 
instant credibility for his hiking and backpacking prowess. 
 

These mountains are also great primers for the ultimate in 
Scout backpacking, Philmont. Many a troop before you 
prepared for the trip to Cimarron by taking these same steps 
upward and onward. 
 

We have divided this section into the three major mountain 
ranges in the Inland Empire, the San Bernardino, the San 
Gabriel, and the San Jacinto Mountains. All three ranges 
offer a unique experience. With so many acres of land to be 
covered, this section canôt possibly be holistic. Rather, use it 
as a guide to find your own Troop adventures. 
 

You may notice some of the major lakes are not in this section. To find information on those 
areas, go to the Local Camping, Lakes, & Streams section of this book. 
 

 
A picturesque moment at Dry Lake in the 

San Gorgonio Wilderness 
(Photo: T. Schultze) 

 

 
Look closely, and you will find nature all 

around you in the mountains 
(Photo: M. Harmon) 

 
So much to do and see, from the mountins to sea to the deserts. Get out there and have fun! 

http://www.snakepower.org/









































































































































